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Book Review - 2iteratur
lmerpretatlon of the Epistle to tho Hebrews and tbe Epistle ol lame&.
By R. C.H. Lenski. Lutheran Book Conc:em, Columbus, 0. 885
pages, 5¥.aX9. Price, $3.50. · Order from Concordia Publishing
House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo.
Interpretation of the Epistles of St. Peter, St. lohn, and St. lude. By R. C.
H. Lenald. Lutheran Book Concern, Columbu1, 0. 662 pages.
Price, $3.50. Order from Concordia Publishing HoUIC!, 3558 S. Jeffenon Ave., St. Louis, Mo.
With the appcarnnce of these two volume■ the Lutheran Book Concern of Colwnbu■, 0., has completed the truly 1tupendou■ tuk of issuing
• ■cholarly commentary on the whole New Testament, written by the
ainted Dr. R. C.H. Lenski Our hearty congrntulaUom are offered to the
puhlllblng hoUIC! on the success which it has achieved in this great venture. The announcement is mode that "o topical index to the entire
Commentar11 is in preparation and will be announced u soon u ready
for delivery." We here repent what we said on former occasions, that
we admire this Comntcnta,-.y for its insistence on definite Scriptural
teaching and for the learning and vigorous style of the author. In these
last two voluml!I, also, it becomes evident Umt Dr. Lenski is a conservative Lutheran theologian who is not afraid .:,f confessing his faith.
Naturally one finds passages which provoke dissent. We hardly have
to mention that we do not approve of the author's interpretation of
"foreknowledge" in 1 P et.1: 2, although, when he adopts the old definiUon flOIC:ffe cum aOcctu ct eOecttl (to know [foreknow] with affection
and with a resultant effect) , we find ourselves in agreement with him.
The much-debated passage Heb. G: 3-8 is taken as referring to the sin
agaimt the Holy Ghost. As to the authorship of Hebrews the view,
&nt expreaed by Luther, is endorsed that Apollos wrote the work.
'l'he Ume of composition is supposed to have been between 67 and 70 • very ane and tenable hypothesis. The argument for the theory that
James wrote his epistle between the years 40 and 50 and that this book
la the oldest piece of writing in the New Testament is not truly convincing; nor will general approval be given to the author's opinion that
the writer of the Epistle of James was not one of the apostles. In its
treatment of the cru: fnteTpretum Jos. 2: 14-26 the commentary defends
the position that there is no eonftlct between Paul and James. "Both
James and Paul attribute salvation to a living faith (Mark16:16; John
3:16); but Paul lays stress on what mu■t be removed U a man is to have
and to retain this faith; James, on what dare not be absent when a man
bu, and wants to retain, this faith. Paul roots out what destroys and
excludes faith; James stimulates sluggish faith." (P. 587.) Dr. Lenski.
u hia exposition ahoWll, holds that Paul and James do not contradict each
other becau■e their object in the polemics they carry on is not the same.
"Paul and James deal with different kinds of works. Paul deals with
law work■, which have nothing to do with true Gospel faith, which form
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the bout of all Phariaees and all work-religious men, who think that
they are able by such worb to ave themaclvn, at least to aid Christ
In •vins them. Trust in law works ia the direct opposite of faltb In
Chrlat alone. James deals with Gospel works, which ever evidence tbe
presence of Gospel faith, which like this faith glorify Christ alone, without which all claim of having true faith ia spurious, ia 1elf-delualon," (Ill.)
In general we can say that here there ia o commentary which dellCl'VC!S the widest circ:ulation and which, we hope, will displace unwortb1'
non-Lutheran c:ommentories on the ■helves of our pa■ton.
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Where Are the Dead? By Herbert G. Stockwell. The John C. WlnstOD
Co., Chic:ago. 295 pages, 51/.&XS. Price, $1.50.
There is an intense interest among many penom todaY in such
questions u the one which fonns the UUe of this book. The interelt ii
proved also by the fact that the present volume is the aec:ond and re•
vised edition of a llimllar work, whlc:h sold out ln a comparatively short
time. Herbert G. Stockwell is a laymon who wu led to the 1tud1 of
the Bible on matters esehatological by the very interest evinced by bis
friends in the question "Where are the dead?" His purpose in writinl
the book was " to give consolation to those who aorrow for cleplllted
loved ona," his spec:ifie aim being "to llhow that the inltinctive feelinl
that they are thoroughly alive is eon&rmed in the Bible." UnfortUDAtelJ
the writer does not always set forth the Scriptural truth on the subieeta whlc:h he treat. but gleans his doetrina from subjective
hla hUJIIID
own or that of othU'II (e.g., again and again the author
feeling, either
quota Swedenborg). While not directly teaching a millenniUIDo he
quota with approval autbon that iq,eak of a mlller,nial nip of ChrilL
(P.28.) He auuma the poulbllity of a eonvenion after death (p.SUf.),
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and thla !n the "near-hereafter," !n the abode of the aplrits after death,
In which they are prepared for the "far-hereafter," or heaven (p.51ff.),
or for hell (a subject which he treats too meagerly). In heaven the
h1eaecl Dints become angels, who 1erve the Lord u also such souls u
are In the world of spirits, the "near-hereafter." (P. 292 and othen.)
'l'he writer nowhere teaches salvation by grace through faith in Christ
but rather awards eternal life as a recompense to those who tried to
lead a good life. (P. 244 and others.) In heaven no new marriages will
take place, but the marriage union established upon earth between husband and wife continues. (P. 180 ff.) In heaven there will be growth
In aervlc:e and good works. These arc 10me of the many errors which
are taught ln thla popular book, which la written so lnvltlngly, pleasingly, and deceivingly that we ore not a bit oatonlahed that Its sole bu
been quite gratifying to both the author and the publisher. What we
nc:ed In our own circles la o book on the same subject but one setting
forth the whole, pure doctrine of God's Word on the matter for wamlnl
and for consolation.
J. TmoDou: Mm:u.a

'1'he Faith of the Church. By Charles M. Jacobs, late president of the
Luthenm Theologic:al Seminary ot Philadelphia. United Lutheran
Publication House, Philadelphia, Po. 114 pages, 71kXSJn. Price,
$1.00. May be ordered through Concordia Publishing House, 3558
S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo.
These addreaea on the oldest creed of the Christian Church were
delivered in the chapel of the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Mount
Airy during the academic year of 1936-1937. Their purpose was not so
much the formal presentation of the dogmatic truths contained in this
creed as the emphoaizing of the personal religious values which it
PDISC!Sses. There are fourteen addresses ln all. They are direct, fervent,
and heart-aeorc:hlng. Dr. Jacobs shows hlmlelf a master of style, with
an unusual ability to present profound truths ln a simple, yet beautiful,
eloquent, and eclilylng manner. He is never trite and never wordy. Nor
docs he hide paucity of thought behind theological catch-phrases. In
fact, he avoids as much as possible the theological terminology of the
lecture hall and couches his thoughts ln language that the layman as
well as the clergyman can readily understand. As his special branch
of theology woa church history, it was inevitable that he should weave
Into his discuaion the historial background of the Apo1toHcum; but
this is never tnapropo1 nor tiresome; rather does he thereby clarify and
enlighten.
In his introductory address he well mys: "The Creed was kept down
to 110 words, Including the Amen at the end. It contains only the what
of faith and leaves the how and why to the theologians. Thia utter
limpllcit;y is one of the reasons why this Creed has kept its place through
all thae centuries. Theologies hove come and gone and been forgotten;
argument, for and against this or that belief have had their day of
cogency, then lost their pith and fallen out of use; social revolutions and
lntellec:tual revolutions have swept the world in aucc:eaive waves and
changed our modes and our thought-way■;- but the Creed bu not been
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altered. In thirteen centuries it bu had no additiom and In elptam
centuries no 1111btractions. It atlll llves as in the doys when it was JGIJIII.
One generation leams it from another and passes it on to the pnaration yet to come; when we llllY it we ore echoing the chorus that bas
sounded in all the Christian centuries, saying, 'I believe.' "
Jacobs clearly shows the fallacy of the modem slogan "I)eeds not
creeds": "Whot we believe docs matter; it is wluit we live by, unlm
our living is o sham.'' Against the present trend toward athellm ha incon
orgue■: "Atheism is
It does not do awoy with Goel at all.
It runs out at last into a boundless polytheism by ma)dng every man
bis own god.''
In his discualon of creation the author sets up o strong aqument
og:iinst mecluinistic evolution. After emphasizing the divine ftat 1D
creation, he ■tat.es: "We are not concerned, as Christlnn believers. with
the method by which God brought the world into existence, nor an
we interested in the number ond the nature o[ the steps that l1e between Hi■ purpose and its fulfilment. But we ore convinced that the
world and oll it contains comes (rom God's hnnd. The power and the
purpose and the plan are His." As to the "days" of creation, the author
seems to consider them periods.
Dr. Jacobs'• discussion of the Second Article is on eloquent and Im·
presslve acceptance of the deity of our Lord and His atonement. He ls
not clear, however, on the vicarious nature o[ that atonement. The
chapter on the Descent will no doubt 01-ouse much disc:USSlon. He
frankly states that the clause "He descended into hell" was not unlver·
sally accepted in the Church until the sixth century, points to the f■ct
thot the Formula of Concord soys that we shnll do well not to inquire
too curiously concerning it, and then gives his own pious hope thst it
was, not a descent for the purpose of declaring judgment on the SOWS
of the unbelievers, but to show Himself both as Lord ancl Savior to thole
who knew Him not, and hod no occasion to know Him, in this life, thus
departing from the views of Quenstedt and other Luthernn dogmat1cisDL
Space will not permit a detailed discussion of other points, nor ls it
necessary to do so. The little volume must be rend. One will not alwaYS
agree with every statement or argument, nor could that be expected.
but we believe that our pastors will do well to add this book to their
libraries and that they will find it in many respects to be a Umely and
able apology of the Creed that is so dear to us. It ls unfortunate that
a few slips were not caught by the editor and proof-reader, such u
attributing the prayer "Help Thou mine unbelicr• to Peter.
W.G.PoLAIS
'Utterances of .JcsuL By William H. T. Dau. Zondcrvan Publlshinl Houa,
Grand Raplda, Mich. 181 pages, S¼xB. Price, $1.50.
We s1adly announce this volume of brief addreaes by Dr. Dau, wbD
wu a member of our St. Louis theological faculty from 1905 to 1928. Bis
former students, as also many others, will be delighted to read tbell
evangelical meaages. The style ls not heavy, tho diction ls ■imple, tbl
eontentll an edifying. These addresses, ays Dr. Dau in his foreword,
"go out as a witness to the Jesus of the Scriptures, who bu been pnacl,ld
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for • llfetlme. Utterances of J'esua are exhibited in their c:ontatual
lettlni, and the chief aim ii to bring out fully their evident pmpme
and Import." Put.on will find in thne addrean mat.erlal for aermona.
In hla flnt address Dr. Dau says: ''Thil fact giva to the utterances
ol Jesua • dJinlty, a sub~ty, a majesty, 1Uch u cannot be acc:orded
to any other words ever spoken on thil earth. 'nlough uttered by a man,
they are not a mere man's words, no matter how great, wile, noble, and
lood he may have been in tlie estirnnUon of hil fellow-men. They are
utterances of God in the speech of men, and He who uttered them ls
Himself God, come on an errand from the eternal Deity to make them
known to men. These utterances, moreover, deal not with any temporary
and transient interests of men alone within the llmlted span of life here
below but with the life beyond, for which men's present life ls but
a preparation ond probation. 'niey aim not only to set up man in a pure
and noble manhood after the divine Image in which he was created;
not only to establish true and righteous relations between men in a univenal brotherhood, but chiefly and primarily to set fallen man right
with the God whom he has offended, to make him understand the horrible crime of sinning against hia Maker, and the divine merey that
comes to him in his lost condition with an unbelievably great lovingklndnl!SS and on astonishingly free, unconditioned offer of salvation by
faith in the Redeemer, Jesus Christ." (Pages 16, 17.)
From the last address we quote: "This twofold mlssion of Christians,
by sound teaching of the truth as it is in Jesus Christ, and by godly
conduct, ls perennial. In all ages the Christian Church, its pastors,
teachers, theologians, with all its members, old and young, have had to
face and lo slay the unsoundness of men's thoughts regarding God and
divine matters and the corrupting praeUSC!s in men's lives that were
shaping themselves in oecordnnee with those thoughts. The early Christian Church grew up amid intellectual and moral dung-heaps and
morasses of the Jewish, Greek, and Roman world. The forms of
PUlresccnee surrounding it bore different labels in later oges, but it was
always essentially the same corruption in which mankind was steeped
lince it became alienated from the true God and from life with God
through the incoming of sin and the commencement of Satan's dominlon
over men. In our time the Christians everywhere and their organized
church forces are opposing false teachings of Christianity, false religious
movements, false philosophies, and false ethlCII that are eating into the
lives of men by upholding the true teachings of Jl!sus regarding sin
and the forgiveness of sin for His sake, by applying the principles of
riahteousness and purity, and setting men nn example by living soberly,
righteously, and godly in this present world." (Pages 158, 159.)
J.H.C.Furz
Fathers and Founden. By W. G. Polack. Concordia Publishing House,
SL Louis, Mo. 79 pages. Price, paper-bound, 20 cts.
Thia is the history of the fathers and founders of our Synod, a memorial boolclet for this centennial year. The first chapten present the German bacqround, showing the causes that motivated the emigration of
these ltaunch and faithful Lutherans; then follOW11 the story of the
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Saxons, of Pastor Wyneken, and of the Fnanconlans under erumer. tblD
tho founding of the Synod of Mlsmuri, Ohio, and Other States. SpeClll

atreu la laid on the fact that from the very first they provided above all
for the educaUon of the children and the tralnlng of mlnlaten and taeben for the future, though this nec:eaitated great sac:riJlcell and required
a faith and trust in divine help that puts us to shame, Rlahtly II 1h11
empbulzed; for to these efforts is due, above all, the perm•nence. the
growth, and the aucc:ca of these hundred yean. - Only a small book end
a ridiculously mnall price; It would be a pity if the end of thll , should not find the book in every home in our Church, It should 'be
epread broadcut, ao that all of us may the better loam what God beth
wrought for ue and appreciate His blessings. ParUcularly should the

book be used in Bible classes and young people's socleUes. I do not me■D
that It is too elementary for older people· quite the contrary; Profeaor
Polack has the happy faculty of, as V:e say, "writing dJswn" to the
younger generaUon, though this phmse is usually misundentood; It tebs
more to make history interesting to the young than to the old. CrtcWe
ezpeno!-Many pictures and reproductions of interesilnl and veluable
document• are included in the booklet.
TBZO, HoYD
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